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 As an international language, English is used by people all over the 
world. It becomes a tool to communicate and build relationship and 
cooperation in many sectors such as education, health, economy, science and 
technology. Realizing the importance of English, in Indonesia, English is 
taught as a compulsory subject from junior high school to university or 
college level. It is also taught in elementary school as local content. The 
problem that is stated in this research is that the students still often make 
grammatical errors in using tenses in writing analytical exposition text. 
Writing is difficult language skill to be mastered by the students. In writing, 
the students must master and know the knowledge of grammar so that the 
students do not make errors, especially in using tenses in their writing.  
 The objectives of this research are to know and describe students’ 
tenses mastery, to know and describe students’ grammatical errors in writing 
analytical exposition text, and to know and describe the types of errors the 
students make in using tenses in writing analytical exposition text. The 
population of the research is the students of class IVD at English Department 
of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung. The total number are 40 students of this 
research. In collecting the data, the writer used writing test by asking students 
to make analytical exposition text in using tenses. To analyze the data and 
take the last conclusion, the writer used percentage formula. 
 Based on the data analysis, the writer found 476 sentences; there were 
95 incorrect sentences or 19.95 %. The incorrect sentences consist of 
omission error was 32 sentences or 6.72%, addition error was 25 sentences or 
5.25%, misformation error was 32 sentences or 6.72% and misordering error 
was 6 sentences or 1.26%. It can be seen that the students’ ommision and 
misformation error were the highest error and the students’ misordering error 
was the lowest error. 
 




People need to interact and communicate to express their ideas, 
thoughts, and feeling with other people in their daily life. Therefore, a 
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language is used by all human beings as a tool of communication. It is not 
only used orally but also in its written form.  
As an international language, English is used by many people all over  
the world. It is used to cooperate and build relationship among the countries 
around the world in various sectors, such as education, health, economy, 
science, technology and so on. Realizing the importance of English, 
therefore, in Indonesia, it is taught as a compulsory subject from junior high 
school to university or college level. It is also taught in elementary school 
level as a local content.  
In the national curriculum, KTSP 2006, it is clearly stated the goal of 
learning and teaching English is that the students have competency in the 
four language skill namely: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
However, in fact, the goal of the curriculum has not achieved yet. There are 
many students who still get difficulties in learning English including in 
writing skill. Since writing is representation of language in a textual medium 
through the use of a set of signs or symbols, we should be able to use correct 
grammar and vocabulary, and consider coherence as well. English teachers 
should have good writing skills and should  choose a suitable method for the 
students. It is a big duty for the teacher to teach English correctly especially 
in writing. 
Grammar is essential in learning any language, including English. 
There are twelve kinds of monolog text that should be mastered by students 
or adult learners, although they still make errors in using right grammar in 
writing analytical exposition text. Because making errors in writing will 
influence the meaning of sentences. The ability to use correct grammar 
indicates that they can use a language well. It is hard to say that students have 
to increase the accuracy of their grammar so that students can use the 
language well. 
The students of English Department of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung, 
as prospective English teachers should master grammar well, especially 
tenses. By mastering grammar well, they will have good writing skills.  
Based on the preliminary research at STKIP-PGRI Bandar Lampung, 
the writer found that the students were either getting difficulties in mastering 
tenses and using its own set of rules in analytical exposition text. It is a big 
problem for them to solve, it happens at the English department students of 
class IVD at STKIP-PGRI Bandar Lampung. 
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In this research, the writer analyzed the students’ grammatical error in 
writing analytical exposition text. The writer knew the cause of errors they 
made in writing analytical exposition text. For the reason, the writer proposed 
a research entitled: “An Analysis of Students’ Grammatical Errors in Using 
Tenses in Writing Analytical Exposition Text: A Case Study at the English 
Department Students of Class IVD at STKIP-PGRI Bandar Lampung in 
2012/2013”. Therefore, the objective of this research are to know and 
describe whether students make some errors in using tenses in writing 
analytical exposition text, and to know and describe students’ grammatical 
errors in using tenses in writing analytical exposition text. 
 
English Grammar and Tenses 
Grammar is one of language components in English. In teaching 
learning as a foreign language needs grammar, because by mastering 
grammar the students will be able to speak, state or write correctly.  
Grammar is very important in learning English as a foreign language. It is 
primary knowledge of language to arrange or construct certain sentence or 
utterance. 
Thornbury (1991:102) states that grammar is partly the study of what 
form or structure are possible in language. On the other hand, Grammar is the 
rules that show how words change into different meaning and how they are 
combined into sentence (Swan, 1980). It means that a good grammar will 
easy to receive the language transformation because it is fundamental in 
using language. 
From the statement above, the writer can assumes that grammar is base 
component of language to construct words become sentence or larger form. 
Fauzan  (2007: 9) states that, “Tenses are verb modification adjusted 
according to the time change of an action done. There is no such a rule in our 
language”. It is supported by Learner’s Dictionary (2003: 445) define that 
tenses is verb form that shows the time of the action or state. It means that 
tenses determine the time of happening, it can be known the time of action 
that we talk from the verb that used in some sentence. It shows different time 
of happening the action, so it will influence the verb that used. 
It means that in learning English tenses is extremely important to be 
learned by students because tenses is a important rule to arrange words and 
indicates whether an action activity or statement is in past, present, or future. 
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Tenses are dividing into three general form, they are present tense forms, past 
tense forms, and future tense forms. 
 
Writing Analytical Exposition 
Christian (2005) states “Writing is the representation of a set of signs or 
symbols (known as a writing system). It is distinguished from illustration, 
such as cave drawing and painting and non- symbolic preservation of 
language via non-textual media, such as magnetic tape audio. 
Writing is an extension of human language across time and space.  
Writing most likely began as a consequence of political expansion in ancient 
cultures, which needed reliable means for transmitting information, 
maintaining financial accounts, keeping historical records, and similar 
activities. 
An analytical exposition is a type of spoken or written text that is 
intended to persuade the listeners or readers that something is the case. To 
make the persuasion stronger, the speaker or writer gives some arguments as 
the fundamental reasons why something is the case. This type of text can be 
found in scientific books, journal, magazines, newspaper article, academic 
speech of lecturers, research report, etc. Analytical exposition are popular 
among scientific, academic community and educated people. 
The generic structures of analytical exposition are 1) Thesis (Position: 
Introduces the topic and indicates speaker or writer’s position. Preview 
outlines the main arguments to be presented); 2) Arguments (Point : Restates 
main arguments outlined in preview. Elaboration : Develops and supports 
each point/argument); 3) Conclusion (Reiteration/restatement: restates 
speaker/writer’s position. This end paragraph actually is restating the thesis. 
It is something like conclusive paragraph from the previous arguments).  
The language features of Analytical exposition text are 1) An analytical 
exposition focused on generic human and human participants; 2) It uses 
mental processes: to state what the writer/speaker thinks or feels about 
something, for instance: realize, feel, etc; 3) It usually uses simple present 
tense and present perfect tense; 4) It often needs material processes: to state 
what happen, e.g was global warming, etc; 5) Enumeration is sometimes 
necessary to show the list of given argument: the first, the second, firstly, 
secondly, finally, etc. 
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In conducting the research, the writer used descriptive normative 
method because it was done by describing the data about the problems.. In 
this case the writer analyzed and described the students’ sentence errors and 
correct sentence in using tenses in writing analytical exposition text. The 
population of the research is the students of class IVD at English Department 
of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung. The total number are 40 students.  
To collect the data, the writer used three techniques. They are 1) Test: 
The writer used written test to analyze students’ grammatical error in using 
tenses in writing analytical exposition text by giving some topics to the 
students. The writer provided some topics and asked the students to choose 
one topics and write or build a composition of analytical exposition text 
based on a good standard of composition in duration time of 90 minutes. The 
topics are “Opportunity in the Global Financial Crisis”, “Corruption in 
Indonesia”, “The Importance of Education”, and “Is Smoking Good for Us?”. 
To know the validity of test, the writer used content validity. It means that the 
test was based on the current curriculum; 2) Observation: To complete the 
data, the writer used observation.  This was  used to get the information of 
the data to complete the writer’s research.  The observation was done at 
STKIP-PGRI Bandar Lampung; 3) Documentation: It is used to know the 
condition of the students and the teachers.  Document is used to complete the 
data. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
As stated in the introduction, the first objective of research is to know 
and describe whether students’ make grammatical errors in using tenses an 
analytical exposition. From 40 composition, the writer analyzed that there 
were 476 sentences which contained of tenses, there were 95 sentences 
errors, containing Omission, Addition, Misformation, and Misordering errors. 
Sample 1 
Omission: 1) Everyone need to learn everything about what is life and how 
to life better. It should be “Everyone needs to learn everything about what is 
live and how to live better”. 2) The individual are different. It should be “The 
individuals are different”. 
Addition: Which brings up education. The sentence is incorrect. In this case, 
the student added item “s”in the end word “brings”. It should be “bring 
up”because that is idiom. 
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Misformation: Education development a meaningfull outlook in life. It 
should be “Education develops a meaningfull outlook in life”. 
Sample 2 
Omission: Everyone need education in every part. The sentence above is 
incorrect. The student omitted item “s” in the end the word “need”. It should 
be “Everyone needs education in every part”. 
Addition: 1) English is still as a foreign language. The sentence above is 
incorrect. The student added item “still”. It should be omitted because 
without item “still” the sentence is clear. 2) Then modern country always 
uses modern technology. The sentence above is incorrect. The student added 
item then. It is not usefull in that sentence. It should be omitted. 
Misordering: Education in indonesia nowdays is not good. The sentence 
above is incorrect. It should be” nowdays, education in indonesia is not good.  
Misformation: English as a second language. The sentence above is 
incorrect. The sentence should use be because that sentence is present tense 
in nominal. 
Sample 3 
Misformation: 1) We can get education in family enviranment. It should be 
“we get education in family environment”. 2) We can get education from 
teacher. It should be “we get education from teacher”. 3) We can get 
education from people. It should be “we get education from people”. 
Sample 4 
Addition: In my opinion if you have high education so you can make 
prosperous your life. It should be omitted item “so”. 
Misformation: 1) What you want. It should be “what do you want”. 2) 
society in indonesia not so important.  It should be “society in indonesia is 
not so important”. 
Sample 5 
Omission: There are two key area in the public sector in wich corruption in 
indonesia can be found. It should be “ there are two keys area in the public 
sector in which corruption in indonesia ca be found”. 
Sample 6 
Omission: 1) About thousand people die every year. It should be “about 
thousand people die every years”. 2) They spen much money for smoking 
habit. It should be “They spend much money for smoking habit”. 
Misformation: Smoking have not good for every body. It should be “smoking 
is not good for every body”. 
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Omission: Every students can enjoy with education. It should be “Every 
student can enjoy with education”. 
Addition: If only we as a student, know how to balance our activities. It 
should be “If we as a students, know how to balance our activities”. 
Misordering: Education is the only treasure that nobody can take away us 
from. It should be “Education is the only treasure that nobody can take away 
from us”. 
Sample 8 
Omission: The teacher in the high school say that “thinking about 
aducation”. It should be “The teacher in the high school says that “thinking 
about education””. 
Addition: She says we consider education a covet commodity. It should be 
“She say we consider education a covet commodity”. 
Sample 9 
Misordering: Education in Indonesia is nowdays very bad. It should be 
“Nowdays, Education in indonesia is very bad”. 
Misformation: Education is very importante in our life. It should be 
“Education is very important in our life”. 
Sample 10 
Misformation: Smoking habbit give the bad effect for people around them. It 
should be “Smoking habbit gives the bad effect for people around them”. 
Sample 11 
Misformation: Indonesia arise principally from regulation. It should be 
“Indonesia arise principle from regulation”. 
Sample 12 
Misformation: Indonesia arise principally from regulation. It should be 
“Indonesia arise principle from regulation”. 
Sample 13 
Omission: 1) For example learning by watching tv or reading books give 
people about anything. It should be “For example learning by watching tv or 
reading books gives people about anything”. 2) However, The unequal major 
problem that need to be solve. It should be “ however, the unequal major 
problem that needs to be solve”. 
Addition: They are interested in such as mathematics. It should be “ They are 
interested in mathematics”. 
AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN 
USING TENSES IN WRITING ANALYTICAL EXPOSITION TEXT:  
A Case Study at the Class IVD of English Department of  





STKIP-PGRI Bandar Lampung, Vol. 1 2013 
 
8 
Misformation: People gain knowledge and erlarge their view over the word. 
It should be “People gain knowledge and enlarge their view over the world”. 
Sample 14 
Omission: Education is essential for everyne. It should be “Education is 
essential for everyone”. 
Sample 15 
Misordering: The corruption perception index in our country. It should be 
“the corruption index perception in our country”. 
Sample 16 
Omission: Everyone  need education sytem. It should be “Everyone need 
education system”. 
Sample 17 
Addition: It is a determined element for the civilization of human society. It 
should be “ it is a determine element for the civilization of human society”. 
Misformation: Thet are interest in mathematic. It should be” There are 
interested in mathematics”. 
Sample 18 
Omission: Most adult in indonesia or foreigeners have known and admitted 
that corruption happens in many place. It should be “Most adult in indonesia 
or foreigneners have known and admitted that corruption  happens in many 
places”. 
Addition: Manipulation  happens in everywhere. It should be “manipulation 
happens  everywhere”. 
Misformation: Corruption in indonesia are happened a long time ago. It 
should be “Corruption in indonesia happened a long time ago”. 
Sample 19 
Omission: 1) Education is esential for everyone. It should be “ Education is 
essential for everyone”. 2) It is the level of education that help people earn 
respect. It should be “ It is the level of education that helps people earn 
respect”. 
Misformation: The unequal major problem that need to be solve. It should 
be “ The unequal major problem that needs to be solved”. 
Sample 20 
Misordering: The corupptor  time their spent with much money. It should be 
“ the corruptor spent their time with much money”.  
Sample 21 
Addition: They are get much money. It should be “They get much money”. 
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Misformation: Education in indonesia very different from the past. It should 
be “ Education in indonesia is very different from the past”. 
Sample 22 
Omission: Education is importat to our futute. It should be “ education is 
important to our future”. 
Addition: We have to gets our ambition by trying and learning. It should be 
“ we have to get our ambition by trying and learning”. 
Misformation: Indonesia more wide than Malaysia. It should be “ Indonesia 
is  wider than Malaysia”. 
Sample 23  
Omission: In indonesia many student are lazy to study. It should be “ In 
indonesia many students are lazy to study”. 
Addition: 1) There are some many factors that make the students lazy. It 
should be “ There are some factors that make the students are lazy to study”. 
2) I hope education in indonesia get will be batter. It should be “ I hope 
education in indonesia will be better”. 
Misformation: Without an education we can’t etitute, sosialisation, and 
comunication be better. It should be “Without an education we can’t behave, 
sosialize, and comunicate better”. 
Sample 24 
Addition: However, smoking is not good for every body else. It should be “ 
however, smoking is not good for every body”. 
Misformation: Smoking aren’t good function for everyone. It should be 
“Smoking haven’t good function for everyone”. 
Sample 25 
Omission: 1) The condition of education in Indonesia is terible. It should be 
“ The condition of education in Indonesia is terrible”. 2) Indonesia can live 
better in this moder and sophisticated era. It should be “ Indonesia can live 
better in this modern and sophisticated era”. 
Addition: I personally think that education is very important for us. It should 
be “ I think that education is very important for us”. 
Sample 26 
Omission: We can succes in the future if we have good education. It should 
be “ we can succesed in the future if we have good education”. 
Misformation: If we have good education, we to getting good job. It should 
be “ if we have good education, we gets good job”. 
Sample 27 
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Misformation: Why the corruption can happen in Indonesia?? It should be 
“Can the corruption happen in Indonesia?”. 
Sample 28 
Omission: Smoking is not god for everybody. It should be “Smoking is not 
good for everybody”. 
Addition: Everyday people die because of semoking. It should be “Everyday 
people die because of smoking”. 
Sample 29 
Omission: It goes without Sying that education has positive effect on human 
life. It should be “ it goes without saying that education has positive effect on 
human life”. 
Sample 30  
Misformation: Smoking not good for us. It should be “Smoking is not good 
for us”. 
Sample 31 
Omission: 1) The condition of education in Indonesia is terible. It should be 
“ The condition of education in Indonesia is terrible”. 2) Indonesia can live 
better in this moder and sophisticated era. It should be “ Indonesia can live 
better in this modern and sophisticated era. 
Addition: I personally think that education is very important for us. It should 
be “ I think that education is very important for us”. 
Sample 32 
Omission: Most adult in indonesia or foreigeners have known and admitted 
that corruption happens in many place. It should be “ Most adult in indonesia 
or foreigeners have known and admitted that corruption happens in many 
places”. 
Addition: Manipulation happens in everywhere. It should be “Manipulation 
happens everywhere”. 
Misformation: Corruption in Indonesia are happened a long time ago. It 
should be “ Corruption in Indonesia happened a long time ago”. 
Sample 33 
Omission: 1) For example learning by watching tv or reading books give 
people about anything. It should be “ for example learning by watching tv or 
reading books gives people about anything”. 2) However, the unequal major 
problem that need to be solved. It should be “ However, the unequal major 
problem that needs to be solve”. 
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Addition: They are interested in such as mathematics. It should be “ they are 
interested in mathematics”.  
Misformation: People gain knowledge and erlarge their veew over the 
word. It should be “People gain knowledge and enlarge their view over the 
world”. 
Sample 34 
Omission: Education is essential for everyne. It should be “ Education is 
essential for everyone”. 
Sample 35 
Omission: We need education in everyart. It should be “We need education 
in everypart”. 
Addition: 1) English is still as a foreign language. The sentence is incorrect. 
The student added item “still”. It should be omitted because without item 
“still” the sentence is clear. 2) Then in modern country always use modern 
technology. The sentence is incorrect. The student added item then. It is not 
usefull in that sentence. It should be omitted. 
Misordering: Education in Indonesia nowdays is not good. The sentence 
above is incorrect. The student put the word “nowdays” in the wrong place. It 
should be” Nowdays, education in Indonesia is not good”.  
Misformation: English as a second language. The sentence should use tobe 
because that sentence is present tense in nominal. 
Sample 36 
Omission: In indonesia many student are lazy to study. It should be “ In 
Indonesia many students are lazy to study”. 
Addition: 1) There are some many factors that make the students lazy. It 
should be “ There are some factors that make the students are lazy to study”. 
2) I hope education in Indonesia get will be batter. It should be “I hope 
education in Indonesia will be better”. 
Misformation: Without an education we can’t behave, sosialize, and 
comunication be better. It should be “ Without an education we can’t behave, 
sosialize, and comunicate better. 
Sample 37 
Omission: 1) Education is esential for everyone. It should be “ Education is 
essential for everyone”. 2) It is the level of education that help people earn 
respect. It should be “ It is the level of education that helps people earn 
respect”. 
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Misformation: 1) The unequal major problem that need to be solved. It 
should be “ The unequal major problem that needs to be solved”. 
Sample 38 
Addition: They are get much money. It should be “They get much money”. 
Misformation: Education in Indonesia very different from the past. It should 
be “ Education in Indonesia is very different from the past”. 
Sample 39 
Addition: In my opinion if you have high education so you can make 
prosperousbyour life. It should be omitted item “so”. 
Misformation: 1) What you want. It should be “what do you want”. 2) 
society in Indonesia not so important. It should be “Society in indonesia is 
not so important”. 
Sample 40 
Misformation: Why the corruption can happen in Indonesia?? It should be “ 
Can the corruption happen in Indonesia?”. 
  Based on the data above, the writer would like to quantify the students’ 
errors that: 1) There were 32 sentences of omission errors from 95 errors 
sentences. It means that the students’ omission error was 6.72%; 2) There 
were 25 sentences of addition errors from 95 errors sentences. It means that 
the students’ ommision error was 5.25%; 3) There were 6 sentences of 
misordering errors from 95 errors sentences. It means that the students’ 
misordering error was 1.26%. 4) There were 32 sentences of misformation 
errors from 95 errors sentences. It means that the students’ misformation 
error was 6.72%. 
Table 1.  
The Percentage of Students’ Errors 
No Classification 
The Students Errors 
Total Percentage (%) 
1.  Omission Errors 32 6.72% 
2.  Addition Errors 25 5.25% 
3.  Misordering Errors 6 1.26% 
4.  Misformation Errors 32 6.72% 
Total 95 19.95% 
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  Based on the calculation above, it is got 19.95% for the final 
calculation of students’ errors in using tenses an analytical exposition. 
Based on the data analysis, it showed that the writer found students’ error in 
using tenses in analytical exposition. The total of students’ grammatical error 
was  95 errors. The highest number was 32 for omission and  32 for 
misformation. While the other type of errors were 25 for addition errors and 6 
for misordering errors. 
  The result of this research showed that most students made 
grammatical errors in using tenses in writing analytical exposition text. It 
happened because the students did not master the English grammar well, 
especially in using tenses in writing analytical exposition text. From the 
result above, it is also known that the students still get some difficulties in 
using tenses. It can be seen from the result above where the highest errors 
concerned on omission and misformation errors. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Concerning the result of the data analysis, the writer concludes as 
follows: 1) The students of class IVD at English Departement of STKIP-
PGRI Bandar Lampung still have problems in using tenses an analytical 
exposition text; 2) There are some errors made by the students in using tenses 
in their writing; 3) It was known that the students still get some difficulties in 
using tenses. 
Based on the conclusion above, the writer tried to give some 
suggestions that could be helpful to increase students’ ability in using tenses. 
The lecturer should improve students’ knowledge about grammar to make 
students able to avoid  errors in using tenses in analytical exposition text. 
When the lecturer teaches grammar or structure, the lecturer should consider 
the students’ English background knowledge, because not all the students 
have mastered well of taken English source before. The lecturer should use 
more references and give easy explanation to make the students easy to 
understand. The lecturer should increase students’ motivation in learning 
English by giving games, singing etc before they are learning English. The 
lecturer should also give more chances to students to understand lecturer’s 
explanation by giving more time. Furthermore, the students should be more 
active in learning and teaching process. To improve the students’ writing 
ability, the first one is they have to master the tenses. They should practice 
their writing are regularly, it can be expressing their own ideas, feeling and 
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opinion in writing and ask their smart friend to correct it so they can directly 
know whether their writing is good or not.        
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